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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is an exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Ghurch, 


It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for a 


ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi- 
dential movément of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Faith of the Primitive Church: an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Noyes. Price, $1.50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, the Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c., &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, didering wide q from those of the old Theology. 
All who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint 
themselves with the contents of this book. 











BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re. 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
ories. 128 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cents. 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Noyes, Pamphlet, 10 cents. 


¢@™ Past Volumes of the Circwar can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above publications may be sent by 
mail to all parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 











The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and chil- 
dren, nearly in equal proportions. They own 
456 acres of land, in the towns of Lenox and Ver- 
non, State of New-York; Post Office address, 
Oneida, N. Y. For an account of their manu- 
factures and productions, see a card in the next 
column. 

The Community has been established here about 
fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There is a 
branch community located at Wallingford, Conn., 
which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief, that Jesus 
Christ is offered to mankind as a perfect Savior 
from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form; that his Second Coming, together with 
the establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
a perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 
good and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracles is not past, &c. Fora more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Berean, a book published by the 
Comununity. 

The Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that, he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common ;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples: “ All 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This So- 
cial order bases itself, logically, on our views of 
Christianity, which, as a perfect system, requires 
an unselfish condition of society ; and historically, 
on the fact that a model of perfect Communism 
has been in successful operation in the interior 
world for eighteen hundred years, and is now 
gaining extension and recognition among men. 

n exposition of the Social Theory here indica- 
ted may be found in Bible Communism, a pam- 
phiet of the Community. 

For its government, the Community has no 
formal Constitution, or code of Laws, but de- 

nds on the maintenance of a good spirit, secur- 
ing a vital organization throughout, like that 
which animates the human body, and on the ex- 
ercise of Free Criticism on the part of all its 
members. The most spiritual and discerning 
among them securing the most confidence, have 
naturally the most influence. Joun H. Noygs, 
as the man by whom the truths of Communism 
have been mainly brought forth in this age, is 
respected as a true leader. In business, those 

ersons whose attractions and capacities fit them 
or posts of responsibility, are sought for and 
placed in charge of the different departments. 

Persons wishing for a more extended know}l- 
edge of the Community, may gain it by reading 
its publications, or by correspondence with its 
Secretary. If a personal visit is desired, the con- 
venience of the Community as to the time and 
circumstances of receiving it should first be con- 
sulted by letter. 

Tue CrrcuLaR is our weekly organ, and is 





offered on such terms as make it accessible to ev- 
ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal generously with the 
Community in sharing: its expense, and contribu- 
ang,‘ its usefulness, To the poor it is offered as 


gift. 
The following may serve as a condensed for- 
mula of 


PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 


The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
in - wee sphere at his Second Coming, 


A. D. 70. 

Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, 
with the kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and con- 
fession of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfish- 
ness. 

Resurrection of the body, as a sequence of the 
foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing 
Youth, and abolishing death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

weuings every, Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 
voted to God. 


Vhe Community, 


Oneida, N. Y., 











MANUFACTURERS OF 
Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping, and warranted. 
Traveli of various materials and the latest 
iniproved styles. 
Mop-Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 


Preserved Fruits, put up in glass quart jars, se- 
curely sealed and warranted. 





DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 
A full assortment of which for the supply of 
Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 
ally on hand. 





Orders for any of the above articles, accom- 
panied by cash or satisfactory reference, will be 
carefully and promptly attended to. 

Address ONHIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 
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From the Berean. 


The Origin of Evil. 
Concluded. 





3. These views reveal ,the grounds of ELEc- 
TION and REPROBATION. “ Whom he did fore- 
know he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son.” Rom. 8: 29. What 
did God foreknow about those whom he thus 
predestinated ? Our previous doctrine points 
to the answer. He foreknew them as the 
seed of the Son of man, “having ears to hear” 
his word ; and for this reason he wrote their 
names in the book of life, from the founda- 
tion of the world. The man that sowed good 
seed in his field, when the tares first appeared, 
said to his servants— Let both grow to- 
gether until the harvest, and in the time of 
the harvest, I will say to the reapers, Gather 
ye together first the tares, and bind them in bun- 
dlesto burn them ; but gather the wheat into my 
barn.” Matt. 13: 30. Here is election and 
reprobation founded on foreknowledge. If 
the reader will bear in mind that the un- 
changeable depravity of those who are not 
elected to salvation is to be traced to uncrea- 
ted evil, for which God is in no way respon- 
sible, he will find no difficulty in justifying 
their reprobation, God did indeed permit 
the Devil to sow them as tares in his crea- 
tion, and he foreknew that they would be 
sown. So far therefore as permission and 
foreknowledge justify the expression, it may 
be said, that he fore6rdained or decreed their 
existence and wickedness, as well as their de- 
struction. ‘In this permissive sense it is true 
that he “makes of the same lump, one vessel 
unto honor and another unto dishonor.” But 





in this there is nothing arbitrary or unjust, 
because as we have shown’ his decrees of this 
kind are predicated on the necessity created 
by the existence of uncreated evil. Whatever 
odium attaches to the fact of the reprobation 
of the wicked, must at last be laid upon the 
head of the Devil, whose eternal wickedness 
is the foundation of all the evils which disfig- 
ure the creation of God 


4, The most interesting result of the theory 
we advocate, is the glory which it casts upon 
the BENEVOLENCE or Gop. Selfishness may 
murmur and brood over its bearings on the 
character and destiny of the creature; but 
loyal, loving hearts, will turn gladly to the 
brighter side—its vindication of the character 
of the Creator. 

The foundation of Universalism is a pre- 
sumption arising from the acknowledged per- 
fection of God’s benevolence. The advocates 
of that belief argue thus: “God is perfectly 
good. But a perfectly good being would 
not create a universe which should involve in 
the ultimate working of its elements, incura- 
ble, eternal evil. It is therefore irrational to 
suppose that the universe which God has cre- 
ated involves the endless misery of the wick- 
ed.” Or the argument may be stated thus: 
“God is able to save all mankind. Since 
then, he is perfectly good, it is to be presumed 
that he will save all mankind.” We call this 
presumption the foundation of Universalism, 
because we believe that without its support 
all the other arguments of that system would 
be too weak to uphold it in the public mind. 
The attempt to prove, simply by citation and 
exegesis of scripture, that all men will be 
saved, is hard up-hill work. It requires no 
little audacity—and that not merely against 
popular belief, but against blazing evidence— 
to undertake to show that “everlasting pun- 
ishment,” in the Bible, means limited punish- 
ment, or no punishment at all; and when 
Universalists find themselves compelled by 
the exigency of their system, to march up in 
the face of the heaviest batteries of the Bible 
and attempt to annihilate the Devil, their ex- 
egetical boldness becomes amusing, if not 
sublime. We cannot believe that sober men 
would ever try to extort Universalism from 
the Bible, if they were not braced up to the 
work by the antecedent presumption against 
endless suffering, from the benevolence of 
God. 

But this presumption is valid only on the 
supposition (which indeed the opponents of 
Universalism generally allow, though we do 
not) that evil originated in God’s creation, 
by his deeree, or with his consent; and that 
it is in its nature finite and curable. Where- 
as, the true Bible doctrine on the subject of 
the origin and nature of primary evil, allows 
no such supposition. Evil existed “from the 
beginning.” God was in no way concerned 
in its origin, either by decree, or by permis- 
sion, or by choosing as best on the whole, 
a system which involved its birth. The fact 
that incurable evil exists, instead of being a 
ground for impeaching the benevolence of 
God, is an ultimate, ante-mundane, indepen- 
dent fact, for which God is no more respon- 
sible than he is for his own existence. How- 
ever dreadful eternal sin and suffering may 


be, there is no more occasion ‘to murmur |; 


against God on account of it, than a man 
would have to murmur against his neighbor 
on account of a flood or an earthquake. We 
believe that God’s goodness is perfect, alto- 
gether as unlimited and impartial as Univer- 
salists insist ; and we agree with them that it 
is to be presumed such a being would not have 
created a system which should involve the 
birth of incurable evil: yet we believe that 





evil exists which is incurable because it had 
no beginning ; that it has invaded God’s cre- 
ation, and will destroy forever a portion of 
the human race; and there is manifestly ne 
inconsistency between these two forms of be- 
lief. The presumption then, in favor of Uni- 
versalism from the benevolence of God, is 
destroyed. 

But we go farther, and assert that the pre 
sumption from the benevolence of God is as 
truly adverse to the system which Universal- 
ists suppose to exist, as to those systems 
which they condemn. Thesame benevolence 
which would forbid the introduction or allow- 
ance of eternal evil would likewise forbid the 
introduction or allowance of any evil. But 
Universalists cannot deny that tremendous 
evil does exist, even though it be finite.— 
They see that there is a “hell upon earth,” 
though they may deny that there is one any- 
where else. They clear God’s character of 
the great cloud of endless misery, but they 
leave upon it the littke cloud of misery in 
this world. We turn their own arguments 
against them thus: “A perfeetly good being 
would not create a universe, which should 
involve in its working the horrible evils 
which we see in this world.” This presump- 
tion is the same in kind with that on which 
their doctrine rests, differing from it only in 
the magnitude of the evil to which it relates ; 
and it shuts they up to the conclusion that 
God is not perfectly good, sincé they, in com- 
mon with the orthodox, hold that God did 
actually create the universe, including all the 
elements which have produced existing evil. 
We may say then, “If the God of the ortho- 
dox, in allowing endless misery, is, as Uni- 
versalists insist, far from the standard of per- 
fect benevolence,—so the God of Universal- 
ists, in allowing the miseries of this world, 
is only somewhat nearer that standard, but 
not perfeetly good.” The benevolence of 
God is seen to be complete, only when it is 
proved that he is not the author, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, of either infinite or finite 
evil; and this is proved only by showing 
that’ evil existed from eternity. Believing 
this as we do, though we see enormous finite 
evil, and believe that evil will exist forever, 
we can truly say that our God is perfectly 
good: his benevolence is without a cloud.— 
We have no doubt that his good will is large 
enough to save not only all men, but all de- 
vils and Satan himself, if the nature of un- 
created evil did not make it impossible. 


Universalists may say, in reply to our rea- 
soning, that the temporary evil which exists 
is nothing but good in disguise—that men 
will be the happier on the whole for having 
been subject te sin and suffering in this life, 
so that the benevelence of God is not dar- 
kened at all by the theory that he introduc- 
ed finite evil. We have several objections 
to this position. 

1. By the same mode of reasoning the 
orthodox prove that the introduction of eter- 
nal evil is good on the whole, and not incon- 
sistent with the perfection of God’s benevo- 
lence. They say that the endless sin and 
misery of a part of mankind will produce 
the greatest amount of happiness to the race 
as awhole; the evil being infinite only in re- 
gard to duration, but finite in regard to the 
number of its victims. If Universalists ob- 
ject that it is inconsistent with justice and 
impartiality that a part of mankind should 


be sacrificed eternally for the good of the . 


whole, the orthodox may reply, that it is 
equally inconsistent with justice and impar- 
tiality that finite evil should be unequally dis- 
tributed, as it manifestly is; that some men 
should suffer more than others for the good 
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of the whole; and that a part of God’s cre- 
ation, the angels for instance, should share 
in the blessings of his adminstration without 
suffering at all. We do not see but that the 
reasoning is as sound on one side as on the 
other. 

2. We doubt whether it can be shown that 
any evil, finite or infinite, physical or mor- 
al, is good, or can be turned to good, in any 
other than a comparative or relative sense. 
One evil, as being the preventive of an- 
other that is greater, may be on that account, 
relatively good. Inoculation for the kine-pox 
is good, because it is a preventive of the 
small-pox. But if there were no small-pox 
to be guarded against, men would not take 
the kine-pox and call it good. The chastise- 
ments which men suffer from the hand, of 
God and are justly thankful for, are good as 
being curatives or preventives of greater 
moral miseries; but in any other relation 
they are only evil. This view of the efficacy 
of evil justifies the wisdom and goodness 
of God in voluntarily employing certain 
measures of it in the discipline of his crea- 
tures, on the supposition (which we hold as 
true) that the miasma of sin and death exis- 
ted “ from the beginning,” as an ultimate, 
uncreated entity, requiring preventives and 
expellents; but it would not justify him in 
the twofold, self-oppposing work which Uni- 
versalist as well as orthodox theories impute 
to him, of introducing into a universe free 
from evil, an awful disease as well as the 
painful means of its cure. 

3. If it were true that the evil which men 
suffer is not merely a relative good (i. e., 
an evil less than that which it prevents), but 
is actually the means of positive good, on 
the principle that contrasffincreases pleasure 
and is necessary to the highest happiness, then 
these three revolting consequences would 
follow, viz., (1) that the angels who have 
never been blessed with sin and misery, are 
deprived of the highest degree of happiness ; 
(2) that God himself, who has been holy and 
blessed from eternity, cannot be so happy as 
those of his creatures who have sinned and 
suffered ; (3) that the man or devil whose 
wickedness has sunk him deepest in the abyss 
of misery will at last be the happiest being 
in existence ! 

4. We have no faith in the theory of the 
Universalists, that evil is good in disguise, 
and is a legitimate, necessary product of 
God’s benevolence, because that theory is not 
in harmony with the simplicity and sincerity 
which we have learned to look for in the char- 
acter and administration of God. The Bible 
says that “ God is love;” that he “is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all;” that “he 
tempteth no man ;” that -his works at the be- 
ginning were “all very good;” that his gifts 
are “ good and perfect.” In accordance with 
these representations we find him in all his 
recorded dealings with man, by word and 
deed, vehemently resisting all evil. Now to 
suppose that with all this appearance of sin- 
gle-eyed goodness, he actually decreed or 
permitted the first birth of sin and misery, 
either finite or infinite, and regards it as the 
means of the greatest good, is to make him 
a double dealer, unworthy of confidence and 
love. . 

We are satisfied that the actual goodness 
of God in the gift of redemption, or in the 
blessings of temporal existence, can never be 
seen in its brightness and immensity, so that 
the heart shall yield itself to it with perfect 
faith and love, and be borne by it into full 
and everlasting reconciliation, so long as that 
goodness is viewed through the murky medi- 
um of that theology, whether Orthodox or 
Universalist, which teaches that good and evil 
spring ultimately from the same fountain. It 
matters not whether sin and misery are rep- 
resented as coming by the decree of God, or 
by his permission ; whether they are attribu- 
ted to the free will of the creature, or to the 
motives by which God has surrounded him; 
it matters not how ingeniously their origin 
may be mystified, or how long may be the 
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circuit of second causes by which they are 
traced to their final author; if they are con- 
ceived of as a part of God’s creation—results 
of machinery which he has set in motion ; in 
short, if they are not separated in the mind 
from the fruits of his goodness, and traced to 
a distinct and uncreated source, it is impossi- 
ble for simple-minded men to give him cred- 
it and gratitude for any thing more than the 
bare balance of good over evil; which, so far 
as can be seen in this world, is generally of 
small amount. 

The reader of the Bible sees that the re- 
demption purchased by the atonement is rep- 
resented as a “ great salvation,” an “ unspeak- 
able gift,” a manifestation of divine goodness 
which challenges all possible gratitude. But 
however he may try to believe and conform 
his feelings to this representation, if he holds 
the common views of the origin of evil, he 
cannot help thinking in his heart that the sin 
and misery which make redemption necessa- 
ry—as well as redemption itself—are to be 
ascribed ultimately to God’s agency. This 
being the case, he sees that the greatness of 
the salvation which God gives, is just the 
measure of the greatness of the ruin which 
he has previously brought upon mankind; the 
debt is as great as the credit, and the account 
is balanced, leaving God’s claims of gratitude 
no greater than would be that of a physician 
who should first infect his patients with some 
horrible disease, and then labor to heal them. 
So men are exhorted by religious teachers 
on all sides, to admire and be thankful for 
the innumerable mercies and blessings which 
surround them in the present life. But every 
one sees himself surrounded also by innumer- 
able evils. Sin and death covet the world 
with desolations. Now ifall that exists, good 
and evil, bitter and sweet, is ascribed to one 
origin, and lies mingled in the mind as one 
mass, men will hardly see much of the good- 
ness of God through the compound. It is 
certainly not to be wondered at that the great 
mass of mankind whose lot scarcely presents 
a preponderance of good over evil, and who 
at the same time are taught to attribute that 
lot altogether to God, are not very warm in 
their gratitude, or sincere in their worship. 
They may naturally fear the power of God, 
and therefore be religious; but with hearts 
blinded to his goodness, however they may 
use the forms and professions of faith and 
love, their religion can be no better than the 
servility of sycophants, bowing themselves 
before the throne of a grim tyrant. 

The simple remedy for all this lies in sepa- 
rating good from evil, and attributing each to 
its own distinct, uncreated source—bearing 
in mind meanwhile, that God, the fountain of 
good, is stronger than his adversary, the 
Devil; and that within the circle of creation, 
evil has its bounds beyond which it cannot 
pass ;—so that all evil may be conceived of, 
in a negative and protective sense as subject 
to the purposes of God. With these views 
we may sincerely call redemption an “un- 
speakable gift,” and adore the goodness which 
bestowed it, without subtracting for the ruin 
which made it necessary : we may sum up by 
itself all the good which has crowned our 
lives, and beholding through that alorie the 
benevolence of God, may trust and love him 
as heartily as if no evil had ever come nigh us, 

ee 

CREEPING-PLANTS OF CEYLON.—At Topari, the 
creeping-plants are as beautiful as they are va- 
rious. They cover the stems of the loftiest trees, 
shoot across the top branches, extending from* 
branch to branch and from tree to tree over a con- 
tinuous extent of wood ; bordering the forest-paths, 
roofing with verdure and bloom the entire thicket, 
completely shutting out the intense light and heat 
of the blazing sun—producing a profuse, varied, 
and rich mass of the most luxurious green tints, 
the intense light shining through their transpa- 
rent leaves; while their graceful tendrils hang in 
wreaths, festooning nature’s arbors—drooping 
across in garlands of gorgeous blossoms, red, yel- 
low, purple, blue, and white; some of them small 
and tiny, others as large as a peony rose, closing 
you in with a partition of quivering leaves, 
through which the parrot and humming-bird are 
constantly fluttering ; also the graceful ribbon-bird, 
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which is white, with a tuft on the head, and two 
long feathers growing out of its tail, closely re- 
sembling the bird of paradise. Some of those 
creeping-plants are of huge dimensions, and are 
called jungle-rope, being as thick and as closely 
twisted as a cable, which it closely resembles. 
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Hadean Spiritualism, Again.—No. 3, 


Concluded. 
Our correspondent continues : 


You say, “ The only chart of the spiritual world, 
bearing evidence of divine authorship, which we 
have, is the Bible ;” and that this Bible teaches that 
there are two departments for the dead, the one a 
dismal Hades for the wicked, the other a glorious 
Heaven for the righteous ; that the latter contains 
very few, whilst the former contains the great 
mass of mankind; in fact the whole of our race 
from this earth, from the year of our Lord 70 to 
1834; and though they have lived there 1800 
years, you contend that they are not capable of 
teaching us; and to use your own words, “If 
they are in advance of us we may be sure that 
they would seek communication with us in a le- 

itimate way, through Christ and the Primitive 

hurch.” My dear friend, do you not see that 
they do communicate in a legitimate way, that 
they use the same means that has established 


from the beginning of the world; and do you not 


see that the Bible, your only chart of the spiritual 
world, directs you one way and me another ; that 
there are three hundred different sects of Christ- 
ians who take this same chart for their guide, and 
all differ from you; so that this chart does not di- 
rect you in the same channel it does the rest of 
the world; and further, we have but one leaf of 
this chart which is com d of thousands of 
leaves. In the Circular of June 18th you have an 
article headed Remarkable Biblical Manuscripts, 
which says that a Russian has collected 795 works 
of different authors; and now each may be as 
large as the books of our Bible. Again we may 
judge how small a portion of the works of Christ 
are in our Bible, from the testimony of St. John 
who declares: “ And theré are also many other 
things Jesus did, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that should 
be written.” 


So you perceive that we have not access to a 
thousandth part of the word of God, and we dis- 
agree as much about what that teaches as we do 
about other things; therefore we had better ap- 
peal to such facts as we cannot disagree about. 


[No, we “donot see it.” The Bible is the 
text-book of the Spirit of Truth. It was writ- 
ten under the guidance of that Spirit; and 
only men who are inspired by that Spirit are 
able to understand it, as a whole, or to inter- 
pret its thoughts to others. It does not lead 
such men by different routes. If the Bible 
seems to direct you one way and me,another, 
it is because either one or the other of us 
has not been guided by the Spirit which dicta- 
ed it, in our study and understanding of it. If 
we have both come into that relation to Christ 
by which we “have an unction from the Holy 
One, and KNOW ALL THINGS ;” if it can be said 
of us as the apostle John said of those to 
whom he addressed his epistles—“The an- 
ointing which ye have received of him abi- 
deth in you, and ye need not that any man 
teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth 
you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, 
and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide 
in him,” then our hearts will be united, we 
shall both see the same things, shall both un- 
derstand Christ’s words alike, and in all 
things pertaining to the truth shall meet in 
him. The fact that there are three hundred 
different sects in the world, each pretending 
to take the Bible as their guide, does not af- 
fect the unity of the New Testament, or of 
the Bible asa whole. It only proves their 
false interpretation, or carnal views of the 
truths presented in the Bible, and that they 
are not the students and mediums of that 
Spirit whose function it is, to “teach you all 
things,” to “ guide you intoall truth.” 

We call the Bible the text-book of the Spirit 
of Truth. Assuch itis under the care of that 
Spirit. If in its transmission through the 
ages, in the hands of men, here and there an 
error has crept into its letter, or presuming 
theologians have interpolated a few stray 
passages, we may be sure that these will all 
drop away from it. They do not, if there 
are such, affect its central spirit. They do 
not obscure the plan of redemption unfolded 
in its pages, orthe science of the spiritual 





world which it teaches. And when the age of 
inspiration fully opens upon the world, and 
the Spirit of Truth is enthroned in the hearts 
of mankind as the authoritative teacher, and 
mere human wisdom is lost in the brightness 
of heavenly wisdom, the Bible will be justi. 
fied as a communication from God. What 
the minor effects of the old manuscripts 
of the Hebrew Scriptures recently discov- 
ered, or of others yet to be discovered, may 
be on Biblical criticism, we know not. It 
may safely be assumed, however, that they 
will not affect the spirit of the Scriptures, or 
of the great facts and truths which they re- 
cord. If they throw new light on any 
little obscurities in the present litteral text, 
it should not be rejected. 

“We have not access to a thousandth part 
of the word of God?” Christ is the Word of 
of God. In him “are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.” By coming to 
him, and receiving him in our hearts, we re- 
ceive him who gave his followers the Bible. 
We receive him who said to his disciples, 
that the Comforter whom the Father would 
send in his name, should teach them all 
things, and bring all things to their remem- 
brance, whatsoever he had said unto them, 
and show them things to come. Surely, in 
having access to Christ, we have access to 
the fountain of all Truth. Here is a fact, 
friend G., which we offer as the basis of 
agreement. | 


You denounce all these spiritual writings as 
worthless trash, and ask who can point to a sin- 
gle sentence that has made a human soul better; 
you have never seen it and doubt if one has been 
written. 

I have a father and mother, sisters and broth- 
ers, children and dear friends in the Summer- 
land; from all of which I have received kindly 
greetings qo living media. My parents say 
to me, “ Dear Son, we still live to greet you from 
this world of joy and happiness; go on, be good, 
do good, and as you have progressed in moral, 
divine and spiritual attainments, so you will enter 
this sphere, and your happiness will accord with 
your progress.” My brothers, sisters, children 
and friends, all bey | me endearing and useful 
messages. Do you think these messages have not 
made my soul better? Within the last ten years 
millions of similar messages have been received 
by mankind; is it possible this can have been 
done without making multitudes of human souls 
better? 

I have seen bereaved widows and strong men 
weep like children on receiving these endearing 
messages from their departed loved ones. 

The books now published from spirit dictation 
form large libraries, and on many — aw, moral, 
eacagen ical, literary and spiritual. Can you 

ave read them or hardly any one of them, with- 
out finding a sentence that should make the hu- 
man soul better ? 


[Our correspondent does not quote us cor- 
rectly. Our words were, “ Who can put his 
finger on an original sentence which has been 
‘rapped’ out from that world, by any living 
medium, that has made a human soul better, 
or brought it nearer to Christ; that has re- 
vealed a truth in regard to man’s salvation 
that was not known before. We have never 
seen one, We doubt if one has been written.” 

What makes a soul better? Vital union 
with Jesus Christ, through faith in him as a 
Savior from all sin. Do your communica- 
ting parents and friends tell you this? Do 
they direct you to Christ, and bid you delieve 
in him and confess him? If they do not, 
we fear it would be difficult to prove that in- 
tercourse with them has made you any bet- 
ter, in the light of your relations to eternal 
life and truth. “Be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by 
him doth this man stand here before you 
whole. This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which is become the 
head of the corner. Neither is there salva- 
tion in any other; FOR THERE IS NONE OTHER 
NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG MEN, 
WHEREBY WE MUST BE SAVED.” This is the 
test. Do the spirits preach Christ as man’s 
only Savior? It is our relation to Jesus 
Christ which determines our soul’s character. 
Exhortations to “be good,” to “do good,” 
to “progress in moral, divine, and spiritual 
attainments,” unless they point to Jesus 
Christ, and to his grace, as the source of all 
goodness and true progress, will not save 4 
man or make him better. “Bereaved wi- 
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dows” may weep, “strong men” may bow 
down their heads “as bulrushes,” on “ re- 
ceiving endearing messages from their de- 
parted loved ones,” and it may all be the 
result of mere carnal, family affection, and 
of no value whatever as a criterion of the 
heart’s attitude toward God. 

Books are to be judged by the spirit of 
their utterances. A man who loves not Je- 
sus Christ, and believes not in his Gospel, is 
not qualified to write that which will lead 
other men to love and believe in him. If in 
his writings, every allusion to Christ is of a 
character to disparage belief in his divine na- 
ture and Messiahship, and to lead others to 
reject him as the only Savior of men, we 
need not expect that any part of the writings 
of such a man will lead men nearer to Christ 
and so make them better. As it is vital 
union with Christ, through faith in him as a 
perfect Savior, which makes the soul “ bet- 
ter;” so it is the relation of an author’s 
mind and heart to Christ and the Spirit of 
Truth, which will determine the character of 
the sentences he writes. This rule applies to 
spiritual communications. Do the spirits 
who come to teach us from the Hadean 
world, confess their allegiance to Christ, as 
King of kings, the Word of God and Savior 
of the world? Do they bear witness to him 
as “the Way, the Truth, and the Life?” 
Determine this question and you determine 
the value of every sentence they may com- 
municate. And as far as we have read the 
purported communications of Hadean spir- 
its through the mediums of Modern Spirit- 
ualism—and many of the Spiritualist papers, 
and some of the Spiritualist books, have 
passed under our eyes—we have never met 
with a clear-cut, intelligent, loyal confession 
and recognition of Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God, the only Savior of men, and the Re- 
surrection Sovereign of the world. We 
have never met with an announcement of 
the Gospel of Christ as Paul understood and 
preached it, from a Hadean source. If any 
instance of this can be shown from the past 
publications of Modern Spiritualism, we 
shall be glad to see it.] 


You denounce Swedenborg, and say he did not 
see the Hadean world correctly. Now allow me 
to say that he may be correct in what he saw of 
the spirit world as well as you; that the spirit 
world is thousands of times larger than this earth, 
and he may have seen one part of it and you an- 
other, that he described correctly what he saw, 
though it differed essentially from what you saw. 
My friends tell me that they have groups and so- 
cieties in the Summer-land, as diversified as the 
races and societies on this earth. 


[ We shall answer this point hereafter. ] 


You ask if there is one truth taught by spirits 
which throws -e on the great questions of hu- 
man destiny and salvation? I answer yes; the 

reat question of human destiny is solved for the 
skeptic, by this spirit communion (future life), 
and also for a large portion of the Christian 
world. All Bible Christians know, that parts of 
the Bible limit the existence of man to this 
sphere ; that a pry oo of God’s chosen people, 
the Jews, did not believe in a future state; and 
many Christians now have doubts of a future 
state. To all such, the light thrown upon human 
destiny by Spiritualism, is of infinite value. I 
think the truths taught by A. J. Davis and others 
are very valuable, and so numerous that it would 
require volumes to repeat them. 


[ The question of a future state, was solved 
before Modern Spiritualism entered the field. 
We cannot see that it has added to the sub- 
stantial facts concerning that state, and human 
destiny in that state, as presented in the Bi- 
ble; while it ignores or denies some of the 
most important of those facts, such as the 
Resurrection, the Second Coming, the Judg- 
ment, &e. Christ “ brought life and immor- 
tality to light through ‘the gospel,” eighteen 
hundred years ago. The writings of, and 
communications through, A. J. Davis, add 
nothing to that Gospel, but, on the other 
hand, only tend to obscure it, and set up in its 
place a vast system of falsehood and delu- 
sion. Davis everywhere denies the divine 
nature of Christ, and classes him with Bud- 
dha, Zoroaster, Plato, Confucius, Swedenborg, 
and other men. We could quote abundantly 
to show this. The spirit of all he has writ- 
ten, as far as we are able to judge of it, is 
antagonistic to Christ and his Gospel. To 


writings of A. J. Davis, or the multifarious 
mass of spiritual communications and philoso- 
phy, would be to desert that which connects 
us with the heart of God, and all that is true 
and pure in all worlds, and trust ourselves to 
the drift of a turbid and filthy stream, whose 
flow is toward outer darkness and the inane. ] 


You speak of the theological teachings of mo- 
dern Spiritualism as denying the divinity of Christ, 
that all men are to be saved, &c. Spirits teach 
different theologies. There are Methodists, Bap- 
tists, Quakers Roman Catolics, and I presume, 
Communists, amongst the spirits that believe just 
what they believed here; and they come back 
and teach just the same things. 

So here there are believers in Spiritualism 
amongst all sects and denominations of Christ- 
ians, and I presume there are good Spiritualists 
amongst the Communists. 


[ If the communicating spirits believe just 
what they believed here, and come back and 
teach just the same things, how much do we 
gain by seeking their acquaintance or receiv- 
ing their teachings? It is certainly foolish to 
disturb the dead, for the sake of hearing them 
repeat the same theology, the same moral 
lectures, which we can get from our next door 
neighbor, or from any of the sectarian pul- 
pits or books with which we are surrounded. 
If they can only repeat the same ideas which 
have been the staple intellectual and spiritual 
commodities of an apostate Christendom for 
the last eighteen hundred years, we had _bet- 
ter let them rest in their invisible abode. | 


You say. “The simple fact that a communi- 
cation comes from the spirit world, does not in- 
vest that communication with sacredness or 
truth.” In this we agree. We must try the 
spirits. 

You say, “ We need not seek Christ in Hades 
for he is not there.” There is a passage that 
reads, “If I make my bed in Hades, thou art 
there.” 

[This passage and others in connection with 
it in the 139th Psalm, refer not to the throne 
of Christ and his personal and central abode, 
but to the omnipresence, and all-pervading 
providence of God.] 


In conclusion you ask, “ Do the communica- 
ting spirits of modern Hadean Spiritualism con- 
tess that Christ has come in the flesh? Do they 
bear witness to the Second Coming, the first re- 
surrection and the first judgment? Do they lisp 
a word about the resurrection world and the 
heavenly kingdom established there 1800 years 
ago? They do not.” Why do you say they do not? 

[ Can you prove from their utterances that 
they do ?] 

As I said before, there are spirits from the 
Summer-land, who believe and teach all the doc- 
trines that are believed and taught here; but we 
both agree that that does not invest it with the 
sacredness of truth. A spirit on leaving this 
world and going to the Summer-land, does not 
become wise at once, but they have the same 
means, and more abundant, of growing in wisdom 
that they had here; and we may fairly suppose 
that after a life of a thousand years in the Sum- 
mer-land, they are qualified to teach us, 

To conclude, let me say. I can see no reason 
or evidence from the word or works of God, why 
he should not be good unto all, and why his ten- 
der mercies should not be over all his works in 
the Summer-land, just the same as in this sphere. 

Fraternally yours, J. @. 


In conclusion we would say that we do not 
object to Modern Spiritualism as a fact of the 
times. We do not object to spirits in that 
world seeking communication with this world. 
But we say, if they insist upon coming up to 
this world, they must come to the light and 
be judged by the truth as it is in Christ. 

We regard this whole Hadean movement 
as one of the signs. of the final judgment 
upon which the world is entering. When it 
is fully understood, we think it will be seen 
to be not merely communication with spirits 
of the dead, but, to a large extent, communi- 
cation with devils and unclean spirits; that 
the servants of God in that world have had 
little to do with it, and that it is one of the 
delusions which are to precede the separa- 
tion of the sheep from the goats—the children 
of God from and children of the devil. For 
ourselves, in regard to Hades, and spirits 
from that world, we are determined, with 
Paul, to know nothing but “Christ and him 
crucified.” We believe it is the only atti- 
tude of safety. 

4 
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Blessed are the Pure in Heart. 





BY WILLIAM H, BURLEIGH. 
They who have kept their spirit’s virgin whiteness 
Undimmed by folly and unstained by sin, 
And made their foreheads radiant with the brightness 
Of the pure truth whose temple is within— 
They shall see God. 


Freed from the thrall of every sinful passion, 
Around their pathway beams celestial light ; 
They drink with joy the waters of salvation, 
And in his love whose love is infinite, 
They shall see God. 


Though cloud may darken into storms around them, 
The Promise pours through all its steady ray ; 
Nor hate can daunt, nor obloquy confound them, 
Nor earth’s temptations lure them from the way 
That leads to God. 


They shall see God! Oh! glorious fruition 
Of all their hopes and longings here below, 
They shall see God in beatific vision, 
And evermore into his likeness grow— 
Children of God! 


So when the measure of their faith is meted, 
And angels beckon from the courts on high— 
Filled with all grace, the work divine completed, 
They shall put on their immortality, 
And dwell with God. 
— Christian Inquirer. 
——_ —amee 
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Thursday, Aug. 8—An accidental meeting of 
musical talent among our visitors to-day, gave 
occasion for a pleasant impromptu concert in the 
afternoon. Professor Bancroft and Miss Bancroft 
of Utica, gave several fine songs from their reper- 
towre, and a chorus of the whole audience being 
proposed, the Prof. led with kindling enthusiasm 
in the grand old hymn, “ My Country ’tis of Thee.” 
(God save the King.) We have rarely heard the 
piece given with better effect. Miss H. of New- 
York, played some pieces on the Piano in capital 
style; and in response to these contributions the 
“Small Orchestra” gave a Quickstep, an Overture, 
and a Waltz. The editor of the Utica Hvening 
Telegraph, who happened to be present, in a no- 
tice of the occasion, says, “The music was in- 
tensely enjoyed by the visitors, as well as by a 
very large number of the members of the Com- 
munity.” 

Saturday, Aug. 10.—By what some call luck, 
but which we cannot but recognize as a Providen- 
tial direction, the military Draft which took place 
in this district the present week, passed the Com- 
munity by without calling for aman. We had 
expected to be hit, and have held our business 
arrangements in suspense for a considerable time 
to provide for the expected contingency of a call 
for several of our members; and when at the 
close of our meeting last evening, a messenger ar- 
rived with a list of the drafted names (amounting 
to 212 in this town), it was at first cifficult to be- 
lieve that no Community man was included 
among them. Such, however, was the fact; and 
it is explained by the circumstance that through 
a mistake of the enrolling officer concerning our 
residence, the names of the Community men were 
not taken in the spring enrollment. This mis- 
take again is due to a singular circumstance, viz., 
that our residence is so situated on the border of 
two Counties and two Congressional districts, 
that it is easy for persons not familiar with the 
locality, to place us in the wrong county and dis- 
trict. The topography of the place is as follows: 
Oneida Creek, which forms the boundary be- 
tween Oneida and Madison Counties, makes a 
sharp curve in front of the Community, and is 
crossed by bridges in the road at a short distance 
on either side of us. The consequence is, that 
while we are left in Madison Co., our neighbors 
on a straight rdad both sides of us are in Oneida 
County, and hence the ambiguity by which the 
enrolling officer was led to suppose that we be- 
longed to another district. The discovery of the 
facts in relation to this affair, at first caused some 
natural effervesence in the town, but we believe 
all are disposed to look upon our exemption good 
naturedly, as one of those turns of fortune, which, 
like the draft itself, causes “one to be taken and 
another left.” This view is the more judicious, 
if it be true, as we suppose, that the mistake which 
leaves us out of the draft, increases no other man’s 
risk of being drawn, except in an infinitesimal 
degree. Assuming that the proportion of the 
town’s quota is founded on the number of its en- 
rolled men, the addition of the eighteen names, 
more or less, of our members who are liable to 
the town enrollment, would neither diminish the 
number of conscripts, nor change the risk of 
others in any way, but would only add three or 
four more soldiers to the number called for. A 
circumstance which gives a certain propriety to 
the accident (if accident it must be called) which 


the draft, is, that we donot vote or hold office 
under the government. We stand somewhat in 
the relation of peaceable foreigners, without pau- 
pers, paying our taxes, and supporting our own 
schools, but seeking none of the rewards of politi- 
cal citizenship. That we should acquiesce in the 
fairness of an arrangement which leaves the fight- 
ing of the government to those who enjoy its 
honors, is notstrange. Still, this unsought ex- 
emption we regard as no particular indulgence. 
Mankind are so much a unit, that the griefs and 
burdens of one’s neighbors must be in part his 
own, and no formal discharge can release true- 
hearted men from the wish to bear their share of 
a common responsibility. We consider ourselves 
fellow-conscripts with the new-made soldiers, but 
drawn to serve in a different field. Indeed, 
while most of them have been enjoying life in the 
usual way, we have been in camp for the last 16 
years, pioneering in a grand struggle against 
worse foes to the common welfare than the South- 


still continue to work in the not less noble task of 
making human society 2 better place for them on 
their return. 


“Too Many.” 
BY AUSTIN CRAIG, 





“And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people 
that are with thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them- 
selves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath 
saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful 
and afraid, let him return, and depart early from 
Mount Gilead. And there returned of the people 
twenty and two thousand; and there remained 
ten thousand. 

“And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people 
are yet too many: bring them down unto the wa- 
ter, and I will try them for thee there: and it 
‘shall be that, of whom I say unto thee, This shall 
go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go 
with thee, the same shall not go. 

“So he brought down the people unto the wa- 
ter: and the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one 
that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a 
dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; like- 
wise every one that boweth down upon his knees 
to drink. And the number of them that lapped, 
putting their hand to their mouth, were three 
hundred men: but all the rest of people bowed 
down upon their knees to drink water. 

“ And the Lord saic unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped willI save you, and 
deliver the Midianites into thy hand: and let 
all the other people go every man unto his place.” 

JUDGES 7: 2—7. 

Gideon was more likely to gain a victory with 
Ten thousand—all of whom were men of courage 
than with Thirty-two thousand—of whom two- 
thirds were cowards. All the cowards were “too 
many.” They are the stuff that Panic feeds on. 
Therefore Moses commanded that whenever Isra- 
el was come “nigh unto the battle,” the officers 
should say “ what man is there that is fearful and 
faint-hearted? let him go and return unto his 
house, lest his brethren’s heart faint as well as his 
heart.’ When Gideon made proclamation to his 
army, saying, “ whosoever is fearful and afraid, 
let him return and depart early from Mount Gil- 
ead; there returned of the people twenty and two 
thousand.” “There remained ten thousand.”— 
Only ten thousand, to fight against a hundred 
and thirty-five thousand! Nevertheless, “ The 
Lord said unto Gideon, the people are yet Too 
MANY.” 

To diminish their number still more, Gideon, 
at the command of the Lord, led his ten thou- 
sand “unto the water.” It was summer-time, 
just after, wheat-harvest. Heated and thirsting 
the people crowded to the stream, bowed down 
at the brink, and swallowed the cold water with 
thoughtless haste. A few had the forethought 
and self-restraint to quench their thirst with lei- 
surely sups dipped up with the hand. Of these 
prudent men there were only “three hundred.” 
Throughout Gideon’s whole army, two out of ey- 
ery three were cowardly ; and of the courageous 
ones, ninety-seven out of every hundred were 
rash. The enterprise to which they were called, 
demanded both Courage and Prudence. For this 
work of the Lord, the three hundred were bet- 
ter than the thirty-two thousand. In every work 
of the Lord, the QuaLIty of the workmen is more 
important than their NuMBER. First among the 
necessary qualifications ofan efficient helper of 
the Lord, is courage sustained by faith. <A strong 
Body is much; but a strong spiritis more. Ani- 
mal courage may endure while the physical 
strength lasts; but the courage of the soul re- 
mains as long as there is faith in God. By the 
courage of faith the ancient heroes of God “ sub- 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, .. . 
quenched the violence ot fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.” Gideon was by nature “a mighty 
man of valor: “ but the support of his courage was 
the angel’s assurance, “ The Lord is with thee.’— 
This too, was the secret of Joshua’s heroism.— 








makes the Community free from the operation of 


The Lord said to him, “ Have not I commanded 


ern secesh. And while they go to the war, we will. 
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thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord 
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 
Courage is a virtue not of a soldier only, but of 
a Man. All who have great trusts committed to 
them need courage. Nay, even those who have 
small trusts of God, need courage: for the ser- 
vant in the parable who received but one talent, 
might have doubled his possession and received 
praise of his lord, if he had not been “ afraid.” 
Courageous men are needed every where :—in 
the church, in society, in the state. * * 
But, if the timid hesitate until the time has 
passed by, the rash, unwilling to wait the Lord’s 
time, endanger the cause by a blind blow. Fool- 
hardiness and precipitation are not needed in the 
Lord’s service. Let there be no Uzzah in the 
church, to clutch at the Ark of God with his own 
rash hand, because he imagines it about to fall. 
Let no hasty Peter draw his sword against the 
servant of the state, and thereby compromise the 
holy cause he burns to defend. Rash ultraists 
and timid conservatives—they are all “too 
many.” Three hundred men with courage enough 
to do right when the of duty comes, and 
with prudence enough to Wold heart and tongue 
and hand in check, until the call of duty has 
really come; are better than thirty thousand tim- 
id time-servers or headlong ultraists—Herald of 


Gospel Liberty. 
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August. 


All the long afternoon, 

The little drowsy stream 
Whispers a melancholy tune, 
As if it dreamed of June 

And whispered in its dream. 


The silent orchard aisles are sweet 
With smell of riperiing fruit, 
Through the sere grass, in shy retreat, 
Flutter at coming feet, 
The robins strange and mute, 


There is no wind tostir the leaves, 
The harsh leaves overhead ; 
Only the querulous cricket grieves, 
And shrilling locust weaves 
A song of summer dead. 





Anonymous. 


The Missing African Traveller. 





“ Reminiscences of a Missing Man” is the title 
of an interesting volume just published at Leipsic, 
describing the life and career of Edward Vogel, 
whose explorations in Africa a few years ago ex- 
cited considerable interest. While Speke and 
Grant have returned successful, Vogel has disap- 
peared, No trace of him has been discovered 
since the winter of 1855, and it is considered prob- 
able that he was murdered by the natives. 

Ten years ago, by the aid of scientific societies 
and with the countenance of one or two foreign 
governments, Vogel started to explore Africa, 
writing to his father: “ My life no longer belongs 
to me, but to science.” Very little was heard 
from him after his departure, and although expe- 
ditions were sent out in search of him, by means 
of subscriptions raised by the Germans, the tra- 
ces of him are lost. Itis believed, after weighing 
all the evidence that can be collected, that the un- 
lucky traveller fell a victim to the treachery of 
the natives of the interior of Africa in the early 
part of May, 1856. At'present (says the London 
Atheneum) the surviving members of Vogel’s fam- 
ily are hoping aginst hope that he is still alive, 
though in prison. Improbable though this is, it 
will at least be a melancholy satisfaction to have 
the news of his death confirmed, and this task is 
now in the hands of Maurice von Beurmann, who 
alone is following the track which disappeared so 
many years ago behind the walls of Wara. 

—EKvening Post. 


Retaliation. 





The following order of the President has been 
published by the Secretary of War for the infor- 
mation and government of all concerned : 

Executive Mansion, Washington, 
July 30, 1863. t 

It is the duty of every Government to give 
protection to its citizens, of whatever class, color 
or condition, and especially to those who are duly 
organized as soldiers in the public service. The 
law of nations and the usages and customs of 
war, as carried on by civilized Powers, permit 
no distinction as to color in the treatment of pris- 
oners of war as public enemies. ‘To sell or en- 
slave any captured person on account of his 
color, and for no offense against the laws of war, 
is a relapse into barbarism, and a orime against 
the civilization of the age. 

The Government of the United States will give 
the same protection to all its soldiers, and if the 
enemy shall sell or enslave any one because of 
his color, the offense shall be punished by retali- 
ation upon the enemy’s prisoners in our possess- 
ion. It is therefore ordered that for every soldier 
of the United States killed in violation of the 


laws of war, a Rebel soldier shall be executed, 
and for every one enslaved by the enemy or sold 
into slavery, a Rebel soldier shall be placed at 
hard labor on the public works, and continued at 
such labor until the other shall be released, and 
receive the treatment due a prisoner of war. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TowsenpD, Asst. Adjt.- Gen. 


a ee 
From the Independent. 


Oil in the Rocks. 

Rock-Oil, or Petroleum, has been known from 
an early period, having been referred to by both 
Greek and Latin historians, and by one as having 
been burned in lamps as a substitute for oil. It 
was found in many portions of Asia and in Eu- 
rope, but as an agent in the production of arti- 
ficial light had never been extensively used, pro- 
bably because the mechanic arts were not suffi- 
ciently advanced to furnish the needed facilities. 

In the United States there is a large extent of 
country from the subterranean strata of which 
this article exudes, and is found upon the surface 
of springs and wells, and floating upon. streams. 
It is more abundant in some of the north-western 
counties of Pennsylvania, and a vast number of 
wells have been sunk to procure it. These have 
penetrated from fifty to eight hundred feet below 
the surface, and at times the oil has suddenly 
risen as if a reservoir had been opened, the sup- 
ply equaling from six to eight hundred barrels a 
day, each barrel of the capacity of forty gallons. 

There is nothing in the appearance of the re- 
gion where the oil abounds indicating its pre- 
sence at any number of feet below. The soil is 
generally productive where it has been cultivated, 
and every kind of tree grows luxuriantly. The 
surface is uneven and hilly, and the strata of rock 
from which the flow takes place, dip in a south- 
ern direction several hundred feet below the coal 
deposits, and the wells which are the richest in 
product have no apparent connection with them, 
being often hundreds of miles away. The rock 
penetrated by the deeper wells is sometimes very 
hard—the miner after a hard day’s work having 
made little progress, but again it is a loose shale 
yielding readily to the repeated stroke of the 
borer. 

The oil is found at various depths; now at 
twenty, now at sixty, seventy, one hundred and 
fifty, to six and even eight hundred feet ; but of- 
tenest at from one hundred and fifty to two hun- 
dred and eighty feet below the surface. The sup- 
ply is frequently abundant and overflowing at 
first, taxing every effort to secure it, and rising in 
a jet sixty feet into the air. This fact has given 
rise to the conjecture that a reservoir or lake of 
oil underlies the surface ; but this is disproved by 
the difference in depth at which the oil is found. 
The flow often ceases altogether, but is restored 
by sinking the wells deeper, or by rimming them 
as it is termed, which consists in. enlarging the 
bore an inch or so, equally, all around its circum- 
ference. In one instance, this was done in a well 
of four hundred feet depth, which as yet had 
given no signs of oil. When the process had been 
completed to within fifty feet of the bottom, oil 
suddenly rose to the top in a large stream, and 
the same supply has been steadily continued.— 
The simple enlargement of the well an inch and 
a half on each side, fortunately opened a large 
vein which the drill had passed, proving that the 
oil flows in veins instead of being contained in 
reservoirs. Two or more wells may be near each 
other, each yielding oil, and another may be sunk 
rin the vicinity, and yield none. 

The places which supply the most of this pro- 
duct are situated upon Oil Creek, in Venango 
county, Pa. Titusville has grown up to be a 
place of much business activity, and up and down 
the course of the stream, for miles, wells have 
been sunk, and the oil seems jnexhaustible. In 
the town of Franklin, and in many other locali- 
ties upon the Alleghany River, the same enter- 
prise has led to rich results, and there are now 
nearly four thousand wells in successful opera- 
tion, although in some places promising less.— 
The demands of the war upon the labor of the 
country have crippled the enterprise to a limited 
extent. The daily product of all the wells has 
been estimated at a little more than two thousand 
barrels. 

. The well has the true Artesian character. A 
spot is selected upon which to commence opera- 
tions—the tall pyramidal derrick inclosing it rises 
in the air—a large reservoir of plank is construc- 
ted to receive the oil when it has been reached— 
the steam-engine to furnish the power is conven- 
iently placed, and the first blow is struck ; then, 
through days and weeks, and perhaps months, of 
unremitting labor, the work goes on; inch by 
inch, foot by foot, fathom by fathom, the drill en- 
ters the bowels of mother-earth, to be followed 
at last by the clear, shining liquid treasure, that 
looks upon the sun for the first time after being 








in total darkness for a million of years. 





The product thus produced is petroleum, rock- 
oil, coal-oil as it has been recently named.— 
Chemically it is a hydro-carbon—a compound of 
hydrogen and carbon—and belongs to a family 
of agents which in decomposition emit a most 
brilliant light. It exists abundantly in nature, 
and is probably destined to occupy the same po- 
sition as a source of light that coal does as a 
source of heat. We have in these two agents an 
exemplification of the goodness of Providence in 
supplying the human family, from the vast store- 
house of nature, products of such prime necessity 
to domestic life—products elaborated by natural 
laws in a period long antecedent to the existence 
of man, and now to be appropriated to his be- 
hoof. : 
There are two theories in regard to the origin 
of the oil. One is that it isa product of the bi- 
tuminous coal-fields of Northwestern Pennsylva- 
nia; the other is that it is a product of the bitu- 
minous shale, the Hamilton shale of the New 
York geologists, which is said to underlie the 
whole oil region. The first theory supposes the 
oil to be separated from the coal by a process of 
natural distillation, and to be couducted to the 
surface in seams made by the strata, which often 
crop out in great distances from the coal; the 
second supposes that it is separated from the 
shale by the same process, and is forced upward 
by the water and air which continually ascend. 

Unless we assume that the oil is a product of 
both processes, the first theory would seem to ap- 
proach nearest the truth. What vast quautities 
of petroleum are garnered up in the bituminous 
coal-beds, which even the natural temperature is 
sufficient to disengage, and whither it flowed du- 
ring the ages anterior to this! Deeply as it is 
elaborated in the bowels of the earth, it sinks 
deeper yet to that conducting stratum which far 
away opens upon the day. 

Anthracite is metamorphic coal. It has under- 
gone a change, probably from the action of fire, 
and has parted with its petroleum. Oil is never 
found in its neighborhood. 

When the first tidings of the presence of oil in 
such quantities gained credence, then hundreds 
and thousands bent on sudden wealth poured 
into the woods. Land commanded fabulous pri- 
ces. Every foot was prospected, every spring 
and stream searched with eagle eye, every valley 
explored. Provisions, wages, rents, implements, 
rose in value as well after well was opened, and 
oil, oil, was the universal cry. Steam-power, 
horse-power, man-power, brain-power, were put 
in requisition to obtain the odorous treasure, and 
the capitalist of the city vied with the squatter 
of the woods for a trial with fortune. Compan- 
ies were formed, copartnerships instituted, and 
each ardent expectant was inspired with hope of 
brilliant success. It is undoubted that fortunes 
have been made, and also, that a valuable pro- 
duct has been added to the world’s wealth.— 
Speculators have flourished and fallen, but all 
along a stream of prosperity has been flowing in 
upon the enterprise. Whatever adds to the com- 
fort of the masses, adds to: their wealth and be- 
nefits their future; and the humble, simple, in- 
significant match, and the little more pretentious 
kerosene-lamp, mark their own period, and shed 
their own light upon the civilization of our race. 

No fears need be entertained that the supply 
will fail. If our position is correct as to its ori- 
gin, oil will flow while the everlasting hills of 
coal shall stand, unless, indeed, bituminous be- 
comes anthracite—a metamorphosis which only 
the ages can effect. Were the coal fields re- 
moved this day, the surrounding earth and shales, 
so plentiously imbued with petroleum, would 
yield it for centuries to come. 

There are many places in New York, undoubt- 
edly, where coal-oil may be obtained in remuner- 
ative quantities. In Cuba, Alleghany county, a 
spring has long been known to exist, and two 
years ago a well was sunk some 500 feet in depth, 
but as yet the enterprise has been unsuccessful, 
although there is no doubt but, with persistent 
effort, oil may be had. In fact, here is a region 
of indefinite extent permeated with seams and 
drains of oil, open to capitalists, where energy 
and enterprise may reap as rich rewards as in the 
far-off gold fields of California—where nature 
with her own cunning hand has prepared the 
product, leaving it to that of man to secure. 

Nearly connected with this are the fields of bi- 
tuminous coal. They are rich in petroleum. 
The Boghead cannel found in England yields 
quite one hundred and thirty gallons to the tun, 
and the Breckinridge of Kentucky one hundred 
gallons. Other kinds of bituminous coal found 
in the United States yield rich returns to the 
manufacturer, and it is beyond question that we 
have other coals not yet subjected to the retort, 
which, upon trial, will prove most productive.— 
The Barclay, a coal which underlies a large por- 
tion of Bradford county, Penn., is most highly 
charged with petroleum, and it needs but a mo- 
derate outlay of capital to insure good returns. 


The Empress Eugenie. 





A writer in the August number of Harper's 
Magazine says of the Empress of the French : 


She was and is a determined and energetic ally 
of the Pope, and for him she plotted and worked 
with an energy worthy of any cause. She sent 
him vast sums of money, obtained from irregular 
sources; she collected from her adherents and 
surrounders all they could give her ; caused con- 
tributions to be exacted from even the servants in 
the imperial household; and at last, when she had 
exhausted all her means, she pledged to the old 
duke of Brunswick—a monomaniac upon the sub- 
ject of possessing diamonds—the jewels which the 

eat cities of ce, Paris, Lyons, Marseilles, 

rdeaux, Strasburgh, and others presented to her 
on the occasion of her to Napoleon.— 
These jewels were, strictly 5; ing, crown prop- 
erty, but in her over-zeal and religious enthusi- 
asm, largely spiced with a spirit of opposition to 
her husband’s wishes, she sold those jewels and 
sent the sums obtained to Pius IX. 

“Her old antagonist, M. Fould, has been re- 
called to office by the Emperor, who is aware of 
his great worth, and, as Minister of Finance, 
Fould is once more in direct ma oe to the 
wild extravagances of Eugenie. He pleads and 
menaces, but prayers and threats are alike ineffec- 
tual. The palace of the Elysees, which their 
Majesties are to occupy next year, has just been 
renovated, The apartments destined for the Em- 
press were magnificent. She found them insuffi- 
ciently so, and has caused changes and ordered 
additional decorations which will cost millions 
upon millions. 

* * * “The change of character which isso 
noticeable in Eugenie is not the only one observa- 
ble in her Majesty. Page but thirty-six years 
of age, her beauty is sadly on the wane. Her 
cheeks are now pendent, her hair thin and falling, 
while the nose—formerly so well shaped, so pre- 
cisely adapted to her style of feature—seems far 
too prominent. This effect is no doubt produced 
by the falling of the cheeks. Then her Majesty 
has resorted to what the French term ‘ magutllage’ 
—that is, painting cheeks, eyebrows, lashes and 
lips. Her make-up is scientific, but plainly to be 
detected ; and the persons who see the Empress 
now for the first time exclaim, ‘Why, she is not 
nearly so handsome as she has been represented !’ 
She is not handsome now. Her brow has lost its 
bright, amiable look ; the cares of her newly-as- 
sumed position have wrinkled its once smooth 
surface; besides, she is a Spanish woman, and 
they soon fade. She has become capricious and 
overbearing—jealous she has ever been since her 
marriage, and with good cause. Her present ex- 
travagance is unpardonable ; in fact, the woman 
is totally transformed. The query now is, was 
she really all she seemed, or was it policy ?—were 
her amiability and sweetness of deportment but 
assumed as occasion required ? 

“ Should Napoleon be suddenly deprived of life, 
and Eugenie be thus made Regente, the world will 
witness strange deeds. It will see the Pope con- 
trolling the vast empire of France. With such 
an eventuality possible, a great interest centres in 
Eugenie—the no longer amiable, kind, good and 
charitable Empress; but the madly-extravagant, 
bigoted, superstitious tool of the wily Jesuits.” 


—— - —~—>oeo ee 
Hazel Nuts, 





Hazel nuts are the fruit of the wild bush of 
Corylus Avellana, unchanged or unimproved by 
cultivation. The fruit differs from that of the 
domesticated varieties only in being smaller, 
while the tree is more hardy. This plant, which 
is a native of all the cooler parts of Europe, Nor- 
thern Asia, and North America, is the parent of 
the many varieties of nuts and filberts now culti- 
vated for their fruit. The filbert is the fruit of 
the tubulosa variety of the Corylug Avellana.— 
The term was originally applied to those kinds of 
nuts which have very long husks; but owing to 
the number of varieties that have of late years 
been obtained, this distinction, which was never 
scientific, appears to be nearly disregarded, and 
nuts and filberts are almost synonymous terms, 
excepting that the wild uncultivated fruit and 
those varieties which most nearly approach it are 
never Called filberts. In order to preserve filberts 
in a fresh and plump state, it is only necessary to 
prevent their parting with their moisture by evap- 
oration.. Burying them in heaps in the earth, 
putting themin earthen jars in a cellar, and cov- 
ering them with dry sand are all excellent plans. 
The hazel nut of America is smaller than that of 
Spain, but it possesses a more pleasant taste, and 
might be gathered in large quantities in many 


places. It is however, never gathered like ches- 
nuts for the market, all the filberts and hazel nuts 
sold are imported. About 182,000 bushels are ex- 
ported from Spain annually. —Sei. American. 








—‘‘ Faith is the substance of things hoped for 
the evidence of things not seen.” It is the pow- 
er in the soul to project itself beyond sight in the 
direction of God’s attraction. After sense and 
sight and feeling have told me what I am, 4 
weak circumscribed creature, faith adds the 
startling fact, a son of God; and when in my 
own mind I have concluded what is possible 
for me to do, faith spurns the barrier, and strikes 
far beyond. Faith is attraction to Christ, con- 
tinually drawing us out of ourselves into sympa- 
thy with his consciousness. He has overcome, 
and sits immortal at the right hand of God. The 
heart looks at him, and in so doing moves to- 
ward him, is present with him, and all things 
become possible. 





LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.— 








D. Long; E. Brown. 
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